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Number 232

From the Editor
An interesting video from the UGLE’s Museum of Freemasonry in London is now on
YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ooIm3mNX02E&feature=youtu.be
At only 8 minutes, it is well worth a watch.

As we continue in a partial lockdown, it’s
looking less likely that we will be able to
open lodges early in the new year. Many
lodges are in constant touch with brethren
while others less so and the longer it goes
on, the more brethren we could lose in
terms of interest.
One popular site has been Lodge 337 in Fife
which has weekly lectures and has been of
great interest to many. See page 26. Hopefully, we will meet in the near future in
2021, but in the meantime, have a great
Christmas and happy New Year.
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Oldest Lodges in the World
I am often asked the question – ‘what is the oldest stating the case perhaps but it makes the point.
Masonic Lodge in the world?’ – and answering it
is not as straight forwards as one might think. The other way of dating Lodges is not to date
them at all! Known as ‘Time ImmemoriFirstly, what is the definition of ‘oldest?’ Deciding al’ (meaning they came into being before anyone
that is of paramount importance as the definition can remember) this is applied to many old Lodges
will decide which is the ‘oldest.’
in England. However, in our view this is simply
‘ducking the issue’ by not addressing it at all.
The definition used by the Grand Lodge of Scotland in 1736 was quite simple. It asked all the A list of the oldest Lodges in the world according
Lodges in Scotland to submit their earliest rec- to their own Lodges records surprised even us…
ords as proof of age. That seemed a fair and reasonable approach and the resulting ‘Roll of Aitcheson’s Haven 9 January 1599
Lodges’ is, more or less, what is used today. See Lodge of Edinburgh 31 July 1599
the list of Lodges reproduced below. Lodge of Kilwinning December 1642
Lodge of Scoone December 1658
Some people claim that the age of a Lodge be de- Lodge of Dundee March 1659
termined by when particular buildings were Lodge of Aberdeen 1670
erected. The oldest buildings, in Scotland certain- Lodge of Dunfermline December 1673
ly, tend to be those built for religious use, espe- Lodge of Melrose December 1674
cially abbeys. Because these were erected by Lodge of Inverness December 1678
stonemasons the argument here is that there Lodge of Haddington February 1682
must have been a Lodge at all such sites as they Lodge of Glasgow 1686
took many decades to be completed and several Lodge of Dumfries May 1687
generations of the same families would have been Lodge of Hamilton March 1695
involved. For example, Melrose Abbey was found- Lodge of Dunblane January 1696
ed in 1136 and therefore the Lodge there must be Lodge of Kelso December 1701
one of the oldest in Scotland. However, attractive Lodge of Haughfoot December 1702
this argument is it has several flaws:
Lodge of Banff 1703 (destroyed by fire)
Lodge of Kilmolymock December 1704
1) The argument is based on the presumption Journeymen Masons 1707
that was a Lodge at Melrose from 1136 but there Lodge of Canongate February 1735
is no proof.
[The image is of the oldest Lodge Minute in the
2) Conceding, only for the sake of argument, that world from Lodge Aitcheson's Haven dated 9 Janthere was a Lodge at Melrose Abbey, there is no uary 1599].
way to know if it had any resemblance (in terms
of membership and function) to the Lodges that
definitely existed 400+ years later – as listed below.
3) The problem of continuity. Conceding, again
only for the sake of argument, that there was a
Lodge in 1136 at Melrose it cannot claimed that
this alleged earliest Lodge was the same one that
has a recorded existence in 1674 – 538 years later!
4) A major, fatal, flaw with this line of reasoning is
that it can be applied to any stone structures in
any place. Thus, Stonehenge Lodge, No.6114,
(Salisbury, Wiltshire) (EC) is one of the oldest My thanks to Bro. Bob Cooper Curator at the GLoS
Lodges in the world because the building of for this Facebook post.
Stonehenge commenced about 3100 BC – over-
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The Degree
The word “degree” comes from the Latin “gradus”
meaning ‘a step’, and the origin of
‘grade’ (ranking), and ‘gradual’ (step by step).
Oddly, it is also the origin of temperature measurements and the points of the compass, because
ancient astronomers wrongly calculated the
‘circle of the year’ to be 360 days, not 365. That is
why a circle now has 360 degrees, or steps,
around the circumference.
Hence, a degree is a step towards something, and
in Freemasonry each degree represents a step
along a pathway designed to teach us the values
of brotherly love, relief and truth. Hence, when we
witness a ceremony, we should think of ourselves
as taking part, as our presence is an essential part
of the candidate’s experience. So, in a very real
sense, every degree ceremony is a
new step for each of us; part of a
Masonic chain extending through
time and held together by the performance of the ritual.
The word ‘candidate’ comes from
the Latin word ‘candidus’ meaning
‘bright shining white’, a reference to
the robe worn by anyone of worth
and integrity, who sought public
office as a ‘candidatus’. In Freemasonry white is still worn, signifying
innocence and purity of intention.
An interesting question is whether our ceremonial bears any resemblance to that of a University
Degree, itself a mark that the recipient has made
steps along a particular path of knowledge.
Modern academic degree ceremonies seem to
have little in common with Masonic ones. They
are usually large-scale events where the new
‘Graduands’ are presented en-masse to the Presiding Officer, who admits them collectively to
their degrees, before they come forward individually to be congratulated. However, in the ancient
Universities things are done differently such as
Cambridge.

why some faculties issue MA (Master of Arts) as
an undergraduate degree rather than a BA
(Bachelor of Arts) whereas the MSc (Master of
Science) is a higher degree than BSC.
Their graduation is not by subject, but by college,
with many ‘Degree Days’ throughout the year and
smaller and more intimate ceremonies. Candidates come clothed in the gown of the highest degree they already hold, together with the hood of
the degree to which they seek admission; whilst
those without a degree wear their Undergraduate
Gown to show they have yet to progress. On entering the Senate House, they remain at a distance, while the Praelector takes an oath on their
behalf, attesting that they are of sound morals and
learning; similar to our ‘tongue of good report’. He
then extends his right hand and
leads them forward in a human
chain, each holding the hand of the
one in front.
This is followed by another act of
medieval symbolism, showing humility and submission, as each candidate comes to kneel before the
Presiding Officer and brings their
hands together in a sign of prayer;
just as we, as Masons, kneel and
place a hand on the Volume of the
Sacred Law. The Presiding Officer
then places his hands over theirs and confers the
degree in Latin, in a form known as ‘Epiclesis’, an
ancient Greek word meaning a ‘drawing down’; in
like manner to the Worshipful Master touching
our hands, whilst saying ‘hereby and hereon’. Only then can each candidate rise, return to their
college, and put on the gown of the degree they
received, ‘restoring themselves to their personal
comforts’.

Given that Freemasonry has had its present three
degree system since the 1720s, it is arguable that
the degree ceremonies of the oldest Universities
may have influenced the shape and form of our
ceremonies. Both emphasise the progress made in
Another example is The University of Glasgow in learning, which for Freemasons means a life-long
1451 which was ‘chartered’ from Bologna to per- journey, making a daily advancement in Masonic
mit theology, law and art degrees and explains knowledge.
Cross Keys December 2020
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‘High Degrees’ in Post Revolutionary America
Struggling for a title, this was the closest.
Very few brethren in the UK (& perhaps the
US) will have heard of Bro. Hiram Hopkins,
but his enthusiasm was encapsulated in the
whole system of degrees after the MM degree.
He started with extra degrees such as the
Mark, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch
initially for political gain, but his views
changed.
The latter degree was described by him as
‘the summit and perfection of masonry’ after
a lengthy (3 hour) ceremony where he was
instructed in the 3 by 3 living arch and opening of a chapter. He even states that ‘nothing
excelled the masonic degrees, except the
Christian religion.’
Prior to this, many brethren described masonry as a badge of honour and a public symbol, but now it was emerging as a system of
high moral values using religious overtones.
Freemasonry was now a powerful way of
meeting the needs of people in a very confusing world (namely after a revolution). It
could be argued that this has not changed and
people need the Craft more today than ever
before.
A mason in 1827 actually said when he went
through the RA degree that he felt as if he was
standing on holy ground itself. The degree
had be conferred in such a manner that he
was transformed into the scenario degree. A
good advert for good degree work!
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These ‘high’ degrees spread through Ancient
lodges or Scottish lodges brought by British
regiments and were classified as the York
Rite. Over time, the degrees from Charleston
in Carolina in 1802 spread and become the
Scottish Rite system of degrees (Rose Croix,
etc).
Their popularity was not due to the organisation, but due to the high degrees being able to
relate to issues important to a post revolutionary mason.. They were able to explore
new ways to think about the Craft, the new
degrees and where they could fit into this system. The lodge, chapter, etc was viewed as a
sanctuary and the fraternity became sacred.
This lead onto masons beginning to memorise
the workings as it was now deemed essential.
This allowed masons to understand the rituals better and made the whole organisation
become more complex and in today’s parlance, professional.

Early 19th C RA apron
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Deadwood Lodge No. 7 and Golden Star Lodge No.9 were consolidated into Deadwood Golden Star Lodge No. 7 at Deadwood, South Dakota. The
new Lodge will operate under the By-Laws of Deadwood Lodge No. 7 until such time as a new set of ByLaws is adopted after the date of Consolidation. A
Recognition Ceremony was held at their first meeting
under the new name on 7 January 2020 at the Lodge
in Deadwood. A New Charter of the combined Deadwood Golden Star No.7 Lodge was presented and
posted. The Charters of Deadwood Lodge and Golden
Star Lodge of Lead were annotated and retired. Many
Masons were in attendance to be part of the historic ceremony. The ceremony was conducted by the Grand Master of Masons of South Dakota who was joined with other members of
the Grand Lodge.
The Deadwood lodge was formed in the era of the ‘wild west’ and the photo shows the laying
of the foundation stone of the lodge in Main Street in 1892 (below left) and the image below
right shows the current lodge.

Invitation to the Grand Opening Ball of the Deadwood Lodge
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Irish Floor Cloth
The photos show the two faces of an old Lodge floor cloth owned by St Patricks Lodge No. 43
(IC). At one time these would have been carried by a Lodge Officer known as an Ensign, on a
pole, as a bannerette, which was carried at the front of the Lodge, just behind the fife and
drum, but in front of the Lodge Warrant, as the Master led his members to the two annual St
John's Day service in the 24th June and the 27th December.
Below is the Craft face and in your post you have shown the Higher Degree face. The purpose of this type of floor cloth was two fold. When on display in the Lodge Room, it was used
as an aide memoir for the degree givers. When parading in front of the Lodge walking to and
from church, it was designed to awe the non masons who saw it, as an illustration of the
many mysteries known to the Lodge members that were not known to outsiders. You could
in fact regard it as an early form of advertising, to encourage non masons to join.
Thanks to Bro. Bob Bashford PM for providing the info.
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William Preston’s 1775 Lecture
These seven arts, which were marked as objects of merit, were thus named and arranged:
Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, Music, Astronomy, and in these arts the
professors were appointed under Royal commission, to exemplify at stated periods their
skill and talents.
Grammar, the first step. On the first step,
there the Grammarian usually displayed the
existence of his art. He taught the proper arrangement of words, according to idiom or
dialect; and how to speak or write a language,
with justice and accuracy, according to reason
and correct usage.

On the Fifth step, the Geometrician displayed
the superiority of his science: he treated on
the powers, and properties of magnitude in
general, where length, breadth, and thickness
were considered. He taught the architect to
construct his plans; the general to arrange his
troops, the engineer to mark out ground for
encampments the geographer to give us the
dimensions of the world, delineate the extent
of seas, and specify the divisions of Empires,
kingdoms and provinces; and the astronomer
to make his observations, and fix the duration
of times, and seasons. In short he proved Geometry to be the foundation of architecture,
and the root of mathematics.

On the Second step, the Rhetorician displayed
the powers of his art. He taught the mode of
speaking copiously, and fluently, on any subject; not merely with propriety alone, but with
all the advantages of force, and elegance;
wisely contriving to captivate the hearer by
the strength of argument, and beauty of expression.

On the Sixth step, the Musician displayed his
eminence, he taught the art of forming concords, and to compose delightful harmony by
a proportion and arrangement of acute, grave,
and mixed sounds. By a series of experiments
he evinced the power of his art, with respect
to tunes, and the intervals of sound only; and
in his enquiry into the nature of the concords
On the Third step, the Logician exerted his tal- and discords he fixed the proportion between
ents, he taught the art of guiding reason dis- them by numbers.
cretionarily, in the general knowledge of
things; and how we were to direct our enquir- On the Seventh step, the Astronomer vies to
ies at the truth: instructing his disciples to in- excel, he taught the art of reading the wonderfer, deduce, and conclude, on a regular train of ful works of the Creator in the sacred pages,
argument, according to certain premises laid the celestial hemispheres; by observing the
down, or granted; and to employ their facul- motion, measuring the distances, compreties of conceiving, reasoning, judging, and dis- hending the magnitudes and calculating the
posing in true gradation, till the point in ques- periods, and eclipses of the heavenly bodies.
tion should be finally determined.
The use of the globes, the system of the world,
and the primary law of nature, were the subOn the Fourth step, the Arithmetician distin- jects of his theme, and in the unparalleled inguished his skill: he taught the powers and stances of wisdom and goodness that were
properties of numbers, by letters, tables, fig- displayed through the whole of the creation,
ures, and instruments, giving reasons and he traced the omnipotent Author by his
demonstrations, to find any certain number works.
whose relation to another number was already known. To every mechanical branch or
profession he recommended the virtues of his
art.
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Interview with the Grand Master of Russia
The Grand Lodge was consecrated in 1995. The National Grand Lodge of France gave us the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Ritual, in Russian. We currently have 41 Lodges in 19 cities in Russia, Belarus
and Kyrgyzstan. Most of the Lodges operates Scottish Ritual, but we have other rituals: one Lodge –
Emulation, three Lodges operate the French Ritual and one operate the Italian Ritual.
The Grand Lodge of Russia currently has 1200 brethren. This year we’ve opened a new lodge in Veliky Novgorod and we’re planning to open new Lodges in Samara, Mohocikovo, Anapa, Pskov, Kaliningrad, Novosibirsk and Tyumen. Cities that already have lodges are Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Saransk, Kazan, Krasnodar, Bishkek, Perm, Tashkent, Minsk, Sochi, Nijni Novgorod, Rostov-on-Don and
Voronezh.
What international recognitions does the Grand Lodge of Russia have?
It would be easier for me to tell you the Lodges that haven’t yet recognized it: the Scandinavian countries – Sweden, Norway and Iceland –
and a few Lodges from Brazil. We are recognized by all the other Lodges
in the world.
What are the relations between the Grand Lodge of Russia and the political power in Moscow?
We have very good relations with the administration of the Russian Federation. We are officially registered at the Ministry of Justice. Our brethren work in various fields, we have artists, businessmen,
policemen, people who work in the army or in local and central administrative structures.
What sort or projects does the Russian Freemasonry develop?
The Grand Lodge of Russia has many social projects, but each individual Lodge also has its own projects. For example, in Saransk, where the Lodge is called Fyodor Ushakov, the brethren tend the foster
homes. They don’t just help with money and other things, they also communicate with these children
directly. In Moscow there is the Citadel Lodge, where the brethren tend a medical center for hearingimpaired children. The brethren help purchase hearing aids for these children. Another Lodge in
Moscow tends a medical center for visually-impaired children.
History tells us that the Russian (Cyrillic) script was brought to Russia by two Bulgarian monks,
Saints Cyril and Methodius. In the center of Moscow there is a monument in their honour. Every year,
on the 24th May, our brethren bring flowers and wreaths, thereby honoring the memory of these
teachers of the people who brought the light of learning into Russia. This way, the Bulgarian brethren
are very pleased too.
Are there any differences between Eastern and Western freemasonry?

I think in the East, in Russia and the rest of Eastern Europe, the relations between brethren are closer, friendlier. In the West – maybe it’s just my impression, but they seem colder. Of course, it could be
just an impression. Maybe it’s also because of the differences between cultures. People in the East are
more hospitable, they have the culture of the table: sitting together at the table, eating together,
drinking together.
To read the full interview, see:
https://www.masonicforum.ro/no-58-en/interviewing-m-w-bro-andrey-bogdanov-2/
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Royal Arch Breastplate
In the UK, very few
chapters wear a breastplate (and less so headgear which is represented by the sceptres
in many chapters)
whereas in other constitutions it is part of
the regalia of the 3rd
Principal. One such
chapter which still uses the breastplate is the
Chapter of Sincerity No 600(EC) in Pudsey as
shown left. Why a breastplate? It represents
righteousness.
"And Aaron shall bear the names of the children
of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his
heart when he goeth in unto the holy place for a
memorial before the Lord continually" [Exodus
28.29]. The breastplate was of great importance
because by means of it, God revealed his Divine
will to His chosen people. It was designed by God
Himself and the directions as to how it was to be
made were given to Moses as illustrated in Exodus xxviii. 15, 20.

also said to hold within it the two sacred divination stones, the Urim (representing light and excellence) and the Thummim (representing perfection and completion). This Breastplate was worn
by a High Priest who represented Joshua, or
Jeshua, who was the son of Josedech, and the High
Priest of the Jews when they returned from Babylonian exile. Below is a Past High Priest jewel in
the US (PZ in the UK). See YouTube link on Page
12.

Recently found is the original receipt for the
crowns & breastplate from Spencer & Co dated 22
Feb 1900. The crowns and breastplate cost
£5/17/6 £15.33 in 1900 (equivalent to about
£1,900 in 2020).

The square breastplate was inlaid with 12 precious stones, each representing the 12 Tribes of
Israel (see below left), which were divided into
four rows of three stones. This breastplate was
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Old Practices
The refreshment customs of early Masons are
interesting because they illustrate the influence of contemporary eighteenth century
habits, which accompanied the Brethren even
into the Lodge. The evidence from old Minute
Books and other documents proves conclusively that our early Brethren were accustomed to enjoy refreshment, not only after
labour, but, sometimes, during and before.
This agreed was the custom of the times,
when drinking knew few, if any limitations.
Lodge rooms were not arranged as they are
today. The Brethren sat at tables around the
room, and toasts at frequent intervals were
interspersed with the work. Wine and other
drinks were consumed in the Lodge and it
was not until 1775 that smoking was forbidden by the Grand Lodge of England. Masonic
meeting partook of the character of ordinary
club life. The call from labour to refreshment
did not involve leaving the room, but refreshment was brought in to the Brethren. They
were attended by a waiter who was, of
course, a member of the Craft, which explains
an item not infrequently occurring in the
minutes of a waiter being initiated without
payment of fee in order that he might be in
Lodge to take the necessary orders and serve
the Brethren while they remained in their
places.

founded in the Goose and Gridiron tavern in
St. Paul’s Churchyard, while its meetings
were held in taverns until 1721. The first Engraved List of 1723 contains particulars of 51
Lodges, 47 of which met in taverns, the remaining four at coffee-houses.
Many Lodges had their own special recipe for
punch which was drunk in the Lodge. On one
occasion a Brother got into serious trouble
because he visited another Lodge and divulged the recipe for the punch brewed by
his own Lodge. Although drinking and smoking in Lodge were permitted, drunkenness
was never sanctioned and any infringement
of the standard of moderation was visited
with the severe displeasure of the Lodge.
Sometimes joy reigned unconfined, as Lodge
St. James Tarbolton, of which Robert Burns
was a member, had a rule imposing a fine of
sixpence for each drinking glass broken.
The wearing of the apron was regarded as
having a restraining influence on members,
and fines were imposed on those who ate and
drank in the Lodge room unclothed.

In the November 1943 issue of the Masonic
Outlook, Brother Ernest Davies, of Beacon
Lodge, No.283 Beacon N.Y. gives an interesting description of Refreshment customs as
practiced in English Lodges half a century
The custom of enjoying a meal after the con- ago.
clusion of labor has existed from the earliest
of days of Masonic history, Elias Ashmole in Bro. Davies writes:- “I was raised September
his diary in 1682 refers to a “noble dinner“ at 5, 1891, in Truth Lodge 1458, A.F and A.M in
the Half Moon Tavern in Cheapside prepared Manchester, England. Truth Lodge at that
at the charge of the newly accepted Masons. time met in the Wheat Sheaf Hotel. Later it
The fare provided varied considerably, some- moved to Nitre Hotel, immediately behind
times being only a modest bread and cheese the Cathedral, both places being licensed
supper. Needles to say, Frankfurters had not houses. Truth Lodge met on the first Saturday
yet been invented. Thus we find at a feast, or of each month, except during July and August,
at any rate a meal, formed a very important at 3 or 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Tea was
part of the proceedings of Masonic meetings. served always at 6 p.m. The communication
It may be that the custom arose from the ne- of the meeting gave the time of assembly, the
cessity of the Brethren having to journey long names of the candidates to be voted upon, the
distances, either on horseback or afoot, in or- Degree to be conferred, and any special matder to attend the meetings.
ter to be brought before the Lodge.
In olden days all Lodges met in taverns or If a Degree was to be conferred, the Lodge
inns. The Grand Lodge of England itself was would proceed in due form up to the Lecture.
Cross Keys December 2020
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Old Practices (ctd)
Then the Craft would be called from Labor to
Refreshment and the Brethren would proceed to the dining room for tea, three or five
courses, depending upon the occasion and
the visitors. No speeches were made during
tea. After tea, the Brethren returned to the
Lodge-room for work and instruction, the
Lecture,etc. and the closing of the Lodge.
After the Lodge had been closed and the Regalia safely deposited in the lockers, the room
was cleared, long tables were put up and
chairs arranged around the festive board,
with the Worshipful Master at the head and
the tyler at the foot. The Stewards would then
bring out “refreshments”, usually a bottle of
Scotch whisky ,a bottle of Irish whiskey, a
bottle of brandy and the accompanying soda
water, ginger ale, lemonade and water.
After the glasses had been filled, the Worshipful Master would call the Brethren to order and propose the toast “The Queen”, followed by ”Members of the Royal Family”,
then the “Grand Master” who at that time was
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and
later His Majesty Edward VII, the King. Then a
toast to any Provincial Grand Officers who
might be present and who would usually respond. Then would come greetings from the
visiting Brethren and remarks from invited

guests.
The Organist always arranged a full program
of entertainment, music, singing and recitations, so that time passed quickly towards the
closing at 11 p.m. unless a special license had
been obtained. The law in this respect was
strictly enforced. At ten minutes to eleven the
Worshipful Master would bring down his
gavel and say: “Brother Tyler, your Toast”.
“Gentlemen to your glasses. Happy to meet,
sorry to part and happy to meet again”-the
Tyler’s toast- was given with a right good will.
Glasses on the table, the Brethren proceeded
to the coat room for their outer garments,
wished each other good night and wended
their way home after a well spent afternoon
and evening.
Bro. Davies continues:-”I think this gives a
fair picture of English Masonry fifty years
ago. I became a member of Beacon Lodge, No.
283, of Beacon N.Y. on October 21, 1896 and
hads the honor and pleasure of receiving the
50-Year Masonic Medal on September 15 of
this year. (1943)
Brother Alexander Craighead PM was introduced to
Masonry in St. George Lodge No.190 Aberdeen, Scotland and a charter member of Thistle Lodge No.900,
Yonkers, New York.

10 minute video of
King Solomon’s
Temple and the Tabernacle—insightful
for all masons and
Royal Arch masons.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xt6lQAe8ues
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St. Mary’s Chapel
Lodge of Edinburgh Mary's Chapel, the former of which derives from its ancient origins,
where it first met within the old chapel of
St Mary's in the middle of Niddry's Wynd in
Edinburgh, which was demolished to make
way for Edinburgh's South Bridge, which
were completed in 1788. See the original
street plan over.

where they hold the meetings of the corporation.

Arnot was undoubtedly well informed and it
is perhaps pertinent that the mother of Sir
James Colville of Easter Wemyss [d. 1540]
was Elizabeth Arnot. A sasine for James
Chalmers, registered on 4 July 1600, refers to
a ‘tenement of land’. He sold the building to
The close dominated an area considered to be the Incorporation of Wrights and Masons in
one of Edinburgh’s poorest and most run- 1616.
down quarter (in the 16th Century, it was one
of the most affluent). The winding, crowded The lower floor of the Chapel was divided unstreets were knocked to the ground and the til late 1737 into two spaces, that at the front
stones reused in a commendable,
taking up roughly two thirds of
yet money conscious version of
the space. The smaller area at the
Georgian recycling. Niddry Wynd
rear was used as the Essay house,
was said to be named after a magwhere journeymen of the various
istrate of Edinburgh in 1437 a Robtrades were obliged to make their
ert Niddry a member of the Niddry
essays or trial pieces (from the
family of Wauchop.
French essai or attempt) before
becoming free of the IncorporaHugo Arnot provides one of the
tion. The larger room at the front
more informative snippets of inforof the building, entered from
mation in his History of Edinburgh
Niddry Wynd was leased out as a
written before 1779:
school, from well before 1706 similar to the
Trades House in Glasgow.
About the middle of Niddry's Wynd, is a chapel,
founded by Elizabeth, countess of Ross, A. D. The desire for improvement grew and in Au1505, and dedicated to God, and the Virgin gust 1735, the wright John Yates made a deMary his mother. Colvil of Easter Wemys, and sign for a new entrance and stair on the south
afterwards Richardson of Smeaton, became side of the building. This led to some debate
proprietors and patrons of this religious and by October the Incorporation realised
foundation. About the year 1600, one James that the entry to their chapel was being damChalmers, a macer before the Court of Ses- aged by the rising level of Niddry Wynd.
sion, acquired a right to this chapel; and, in A.
D. 1618, the corporations of Wrights and Ma- The foundation of the Grand Lodge of Scotsons, now known by the name of the United land which was instituted in Mary's Chapel
Incorporations of Mary's Chapel, purchased on 30th November 1736. The Musical Society
this subject, which they still possess, and of Edinburgh previously occupied St Mary’s
Cross Keys December 2020
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St. Mary’s Chapel (ctd)
Chapel from 1728 – 1762 when they moved
to St Cecilia’s Hall which was mentioned in
December 2019 Cross Keys and also used by
Grand Lodge. It is also likely that this is the
building that Bro. John Desaguliers of the

Looking north on Niddry’s Street. Mary’s Chapel
stood to the right, about where the pale mid-century
building stands now
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Grand Lodge of London (Past GM) visited in
1721 when he attended the lodge after requesting a ‘conference’ with the brethren and
once they had tested him in the various
points of masonry.

Niddry’s Street rising to the north from Cowgate,
with the modern St Cecelia’s Hall extension to
the right
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History of Lodge Masjid-i-Suleman
Lodges all over the world, of every Constitution, adopt a name. A place, a famous person,
historical event or something significant
along with a number as a means of identification. This Lodge takes its name from an area
in Iran. The Persian words "Masjid-iSuleman" mean "Temple of Suleman" and not,
as somebody once suggested, "Someone has
stolen my camel". Not to be confused with the
Temple of Solomon, it is the ruins of an old
Fire Temple (shown on the crest), relic of a
civilisation dead for 2,000 years, situated
where a rich oil field was discovered. The fire
was fed by a seepage of burning
gas and, many years ago the natives erected a building around
the fire as a place of prayer to
their Gods.
The quest for oil in Persia
brought many methods for extracting it, but one element noone has ever been able to extract is politics, which plagued
the oil industry there through
to 1951. After many setbacks,
drilling crews moved their
equipment to a barren, inhospitable spot, began the familiar routine of setting up camp
and equipment and started drilling for oil
about a mile from the ruined walls and staircases of the Temple. The company later
named the area Masjid-i-Suleman, after the
Temple (south west of Tehran). In May 1908,
oil was struck by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, later the British Petroleum Company.
The field was developed to provide the British Navy with oil during the First World War
and the Allies, said Lord Curzon, "floated to
victory on a sea of oil."
The well of Masjid-i-Suleman was sealed off
in 1926 after having produced 7 million tons
of oil. An inscribed plaque beside the site says
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"It is customary for those who have derived
some benefit from this magnificent donation
to doff the hat or curtsey in acknowledgement." The well-head fittings were removed
following the sealing-off and re-erected in the
forecourt of Britannic House in London, home
of B.P. Due to rapid expansion in the early
1920's, personnel began to arrive in large
numbers from all over. By 1923 the increasing numbers included a large number of Freemasons, mostly Scots. They quickly got together, discussions took place and, assisted
by the general manager, later one of the
founder members, submitted a
petition to the Grand Lodge of
Scotland for the formation of a
Masonic Lodge in Persia.
Lodge Masjid-i-Suleman, No.
1324 S.C. (The S.C. denoting
that it was consecrated abroad
under a Charter from the Scottish Constitution), was opened
on 1st December 1923, under a
Provisional Warrant from the
Grand Lodge of all Scottish
Freemasonry in India, dated
12th September 1923. The formal Consecration took place on 17th April 1924, under a
Charter dated 7th February 1924 from the
Grand Lodge of Scotland. A building, originally a bulk food store for oil company staff and
now obsolete, was made available by the general manager. After alterations, it made an
excellent Masonic Hall, one half becoming the
Temple, the remainder being divided into a
committee room, a secretary's room, storage
space plus banqueting hall and kitchens. The
problems of starting a new Lodge were both
practical and administrative, bearing in mind
that the Brethren were nearly three thousand
miles from Scotland, in a country often described as a "Land of heat, sand and flies",
with the minimum of basic amenities.
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History of Lodge Masjid-i-Suleman (ctd)
In the afternoons, imitating the Persians, the
British staff would retire to caves or cellars
where the temperature dropped to 90°. In
spite of the long hours on duty, the hard work
involved in extracting the oil from the
ground, and the heat, the Brethren found
time to carry out alterations to their newly
acquired Masonic Hall, order the equipment
necessary for the Lodge and prepare for their
first meeting. This ceremonial was carried
out by representatives from the Grand Lodge
of All Scottish Freemasonry in India, under
whose jurisdiction Persia came, and M.I.S.
were now ready under the terms of their
Charter to make Masons.

The reason for the high stock level was that
everything required had to be ordered in and
shipped from Britain, which could take several months. There was a considerable turnover
in Brethren of the Lodge due to the nature of
the work, total membership of the Lodge in
Persia was 293 Brethren. The Lodge Roll
Book reads like a who's who of Grand Lodges,
as Brethren affiliated from the English, Irish
and American Constitutions. It can therefore
lay claim to being a truly universal brotherhood of man. Transfers, retirements and resignations were commonplace from what was
now a huge company but the Lodge remained
strong. A feature introduced to the Lodge was
the presentation of small Lodge jewels to
Five months later Lodge M.I.S. worked its first Brethren who were required to leave M.I.S.
Initiation. In Persia, the period between the either voluntarily or in the company's service.
world wars was one of steady and peaceful
advance and as Persia developed and pros- A number of Brethren of the Lodge filled varipered so did the Lodge. Degree working be- ous offices during their sojourn in Persia but
came the norm and in a land where trials and never reached the Chair. The jewels were insetbacks were commonplace the Lodge meet- tended for presentation to those Brethren as
ing was somewhere the Brethren could meet some recompense for their efforts in the
in harmony and relax. After each meeting Lodge during their time there. Then events
there was a formal banquet, for which the took place which proved painful to the Lodge
Brethren had to be properly dressed. To sit in and Persia. Because of the unstable political
a dinner suit, in a temperature which could scene in Persia and the rise of Mohammed
reach 110° in the shade at seven in the morn- Mossadegh,
a
fanatical
nationalist,
ing can only be imagined. Basic amenities did "Nationalisation" became the catchword. It
not exist. Starched shirt fronts, wing collars became apparent that the situation was deteand tails were not ideal in a temperature of riorating. After Prime Minister Haj Ali Raz170°, a lack of air-conditioning or ice, and The marah was assassinated, Mossadegh took
Master whispering, "May I have a word with over and nationalized the oil industry, leading
you," if you appeared at the Banquet without to the withdrawal of all European staff from
a tie. Catering was supervised by the Lodge the oilfields and pipeline stations. With the
stewards, including serving at table. In addi- end in sight, the Brethren of Lodge Masjid-ition to purchasing the usual furniture and re- Suleman faced up to the sad fact of having to
galia required for the Lodge the founders close the Lodge, return the Charter to the
purchased china, cutlery and glassware re- Grand Lodge of Scotland and declare the
quired for the Harmonies after the meetings, Lodge dormant. The last meeting in Persia
one hundred pieces of everything, as one was held on Thursday 1st March 1951, for
could not "pop round" to the nearest ware- although negotiations were taking place behouse for items damaged or lost.
tween the British and Persian Governments,
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Page 16

History of Lodge Masjid-i-Suleman (ctd)
things were rapidly deteriorating and the
Brethren must have been resigned to the fact
that they were meeting for the last time. They
now faced the decision that their Lodge was
now dormant and must have wondered if it
would ever work again. On 4th October 1951,
the last British personnel were evacuated by
the cruiser Mauritius and the greatest single
overseas enterprise in British industrial commerce ground to a standstill. So ended an era
for the Lodge.
We now move forward 20 years, to another
wild and inhospitable part of the world—the
North Sea. Geophysicists had long thought
that the bed of the North Sea was similar to
the strata of the Middle East and was probably oil bearing. Expansion began and personnel began to arrive in Scotland from far and
wide. Many had been in the oil industry, shipping and construction, while others were retired. Among them were a large number of
Freemasons, mostly from Lodges abroad
working under the Scottish Constitution.
Many had returned from overseas service and
wished to establish a Masonic Lodge as a
common meeting ground. They found the
means with the approval of Grand Lodge, in
the form of "The Books, Funds and Chattels of
a dormant Lodge, Masjid-i-Suleman."

in the U.K. during that time. As many Brethren
would be travelling from some distance, they
would probably bring their wives and, since it
would be unfair to leave the ladies alone in a
strange city while their husbands attended
the Lodge, the committee unanimously approved of the ladies dining with the Brethren
after each meeting. This would allow the ladies to renew old friendships, make new ones
and give them an active part in Lodge activities. At 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 2nd May 1974,
the Grand Master Mason, Bro. David LiddellGrainger of Ayton and his Office-bearers
opened Grand Lodge, carried out the ceremony of reponement and Installed the Master
and Office-bearers. So, 3,000 miles from and
50 years after its birth in Persia, Lodge Masjid
-i-Suleman became active again, with oil once
more playing a major part in the reponement.
Discovery of oil in Persia was responsible for
the consecration of the Lodge, differences between nations over oil were responsible for
closing the Lodge and discovery of North Sea
oil was responsible for the reponement of the
Lodge in Scotland.
The Lodge continues to meet, global pandemics permitting, at the stated times and dates.
The Lodge tyles at 3pm, (1.30pm for Installations) and ladies and guests are received at
5pm. Photo—OBs 2017.

A meeting was held in the library of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland on 30th November 1973. My thanks to Bro. Keith Miller PM 1324
Bro. Wilfred Pate, Past Master of the Lodge in
1943, was unanimously elected R.W.M. Elect
of the Lodge in Edinburgh. Applications for
membership had been received from all over
Britain and as far away as Malaysia, so it was
decided that there should be four meetings a
year. For the convenience of travelling Brethren the Lodge would meet on a Saturday during the summer. This would be convenient for
overseas members who were usually on leave
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Gordon Lodge No.1726 (EC)

he Gordon Lodge was constituted
on 13th March 1878 in Bognor
Regis as a daughter of the Lodge
of Union No 38 which had been
granted the warrant
of constitution on
8th Nov 1877. The
Gordon Lodge is
named after Charles
Gordon-Lennox, 5th
Duke of Richmond
(3 August 1791 - 21
October
1860),
whose main seat
was
Goodwood
House in Sussex. He
was the son of Charles Lennox, 4th Duke of
Richmond and Lady Charlotte, daughter of
Alexander Gordon, 4th Duke of Gordon. He
enherited the title of Duke of Gordon from his
maternal uncle, George Gordon, 5th Duke of
Gordon (2 February 1770 - 28 May 1836)
who died with no male heir. This marked the
end of the Scottish Gordon blood line, however it was passed to Charles Gordon-Lennox,
5th Duke of Richmond through his mother
and has continued in England. At that time
Charles held four dukedoms, more than any
other person in the realm.

cated at Westminster and Trinity College,
Dublin. Richmond (while Earl of March)
served on Wellington's staff in the Peninsular
War amongst other battles affording him the
Military General Service Medal. Richmond sat
as Member of Parliament for Chichester between 1812 and 1819. The latter year he succeeded his father in the dukedom and entered the House of Lords.
The first Gordon Lodge meetings were held in
the Assembly Rooms close to where the Gordon Centre now stands. The Assembly Rooms
are now called The Picture drome. The lodge
then moved to the Victoria Hotel. The Gordon
Centre is the home of the Gordon Lodge and
to three Gordon daughter lodges, one grand
daughter lodge and other side degrees.
The foundation stone was laid on 13th May
1929 in the presence of 27 provincial Officers
who carried their banner and standard, and
over 150 Masons dressed in full Masonic regalia. At the head of the procession there was
an entered apprentice carrying the cement,
the Master of the Selsey Lodge carrying the
cornucopia with corn. The Masters of Midhurst and St. Richards Lodges were bearing
the two ewers of wine and oil.

Charles Gordon-Lennox Richmond was edu-
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Rangers FC
The apron and the sash are back with his mother lodge, Lodge Zetland No.391 in Grangemouth along with his life membership certificate. Bro. George was Captain of Rangers playing 428 games
and the first player to receive over 50 caps for Scotland and 48 as
Captain of his country (remember in those days we didn’t play so
many games and competitions so this was quite a thing) and being
in the team that won the first ever treble (League, League Cup &
Scottish Cup) in 1948-49. Along with Willie Woodburn, they became known as the Iron Curtain.
Below the VSL given to William Struth, one of the most famous
managers of the
Club in 1954 by
his very good
friend Bro. John Letters of Lodge Sir George
Cathcart No.617. Bro. John was Initiated
20th March 1918, Passed 17th April 1918
and raised 15th May 1918. His Occupation
was listed as “Buyer and Traveller” in fact
he went on to establish the world famous
company of Golf Club Manufactures John
Letters. Bill Struth was not a freemason.

Fabulous Temples
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Second Schaw Statutes 1599 Part 2
Item 13: The warden of the lodge of Kilwinning, being the second lodge in Scotland, shall test every
fellow craft and every apprentice on the art of memory and science, according to their vocations; and
in case they have lost any point thereof required of them, they must pay the penalty as follows for
their laziness, that is, each fellow craft 20 shillings, each apprentice 10 shillings to be paid to the box
for the common good, yearly, and in conformity to the common use and practice of the lodges in this
realm.
Item 14: And for the fulfilling, observing and keeping of these statutes and all other acts and statutes previously made and to be made, the warden, deacons and quartermasters of the aforesaid lodges, for good order, keeping in conformity to equity, justice and ancient order, to the making and setting down thereof, the General Warden has given his power and authority to the said warden and
those above written to set down and make acts in conformity with the above rules.
Item 13 mentions intenders for the first time and
this must have been an important point for the
second set to detail this mode of testing further.
The Art of Memory was a well-known Renaissance idea and is as important today in lodges as
it was in the 16th Century. That all apprentices
and fellows must be tested annually in memory
and science suggests more than learning a set of
regulations especially if they are to be fined – hitting a Scotsman where it hurts! This must have
been an important point, at least to Schaw, so every member must have this knowledge. It was
clearly not producing a physical object, but something more symbolical that can be done orally and
unique to the Masonic craft itself. On the other
hand, it couldn’t be something too difficult as
most were illiterate and poorly educated in
‘academic’ ideas. Therefore, it must have been,
what is often called today, the minimum competence for a mason, perhaps verging on some moral lessons or some basic Masonic knowledge of a
scientific nature rather than just a mode of recognition. The church and science were not linked in
these days so it would be unlikely that the scientific nature could be something biblical such as
King Solomon’s temple or even simple biblical
names. However, it is highly unlikely to have
been the esoteric knowledge of a modern Freemason. Unfortunately, they were so good at keeping their obligation that we just don’t know.

would probably depend on the lodge. They certainly did not build anything or work on any material – was it simply a place of rest and to have a
good time socially? Or was there some kind of
performance (ceremony) to develop the bond of
brotherhood. There must have been something of
this nature to allow visitors to feel comfortable
and safe when visiting which contained a common element.

Many masonic authors have questioned the intellectual abilities of stonemasons, often rating them
as illiterate and ignorant men who placed one
stone on top of another. For many, that was most
probably quite an accurate description of these
labourers. However, Lawrence argues that such a
sweeping label on the whole fraternity is unjust.
“. . . there is every reason to believe that the human intellect has not changed in the intervening
years between now and then as the brilliance of
people such as Kepler, Leibnitz, Newton, Wren,
Hooke, Descartes, Bacon, Shakespeare, etc. bear
witness . . . there is every reason to believe that
those men who achieved the status of master mason were in the upper quartile of human intellect.” He continues his observation by questioning how these magnificent structures which still
exist today could have been built by unmotivated,
ignorant workmen with no appreciation of what
was happening around them. It seems too incredible to believe when one considers the detailed
planning of workmen, materials and architectural
plans that were necessary to start such an edifice,
Did they discuss aspects of stonemasonry or were this was done by the average master mason.
conversations more deep? Again, as today, this
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Second Schaw Statutes 1599 Part 2 (ctd)
This is also the view of another well-known Masonic Prestonian lecturer who stated that
“architecture provided a meeting-place for science and art, of reason and feeling, . . . it touched
spirit, mind and body together. The architect was
not simply a master craftsman of a traditional
master skill but one who sought to come very
close in his endeavours to imitate the Creator of
the natural environment.”

by them for many years. It must be pointed out
that the statutes were not always adhered to in
Kilwinning and Edinburgh and could alter according to circumstances. For example, the seven
years’ apprenticeship was often reduced and the
services of a notary were often done by a member
of the lodge who was capable of writing. This
might explain why Scotland does not have a set of
landmarks like many other constitutions - Scots
have never been good at following rules blindly
It has often argued against Schaw’s reference to and without question.
memory as this could not possibly have referred
to anything esoteric, only to building methods. The statutes may have been written for the whole
The statutes were intended to be regulations and of Scotland, but geographical problems may have
as today, no bye-laws contain any reference to meant that enforcing them in more northern areritual or its content. However, no one memorises as may have caused difficulty. The Lodge of Abermethods; these are skills which require practice. deen produced a set of regulations in 1670 which
Reading and learning a book about driving will could have been in force for the north east of
not be enough to drive a car, only practice. There Scotland. Many of these are recognisable to modhad to be more to it. It has been stated that the ern masons:
words art of memory indicate that lodges had 3rd – the office of warden next in power to the
dabbled in “mystical strands of late Renaissance master and must remain in office until another
thought.”
has been elected. They lodge must not meet in a
dwelling house unless in poor weather so that
Returning to SS2.13, it is quite a powerful state- “no person shall heir or see us” otherwise to
ment allowing the warden of Kilwinning to test meet in the open fields.
every fellowcraft and apprentice in the art of
memory and science. The fact that this warden 5th – similar to many old charges and statutes:
could visit all lodges in the local area and test the new candidate was to provide gloves for all
then verges on the remit of an inspector. Alt- the members. However, since the lodge had
hough there is little evidence that this actually more than 50 members, this would be a very
happened, it is something that is unlikely to be costly exercise so a fee could be paid instead.
minuted. Indeed, if the secretary was a nonoperative, he may know nothing about this test. 7th – St. John’s day was to be observed as a day of
Alternatively, he may simply not have wanted to rejoicing and feasting, while the Sabbath was to
reveal any ‘secrets’ in writing. Unfortunately, like be kept sacred and drunkards to be fined. Referso much of the masonic past, this content might ence is made to intenders being used to instruct
never be known.
apprentices and only being tested by other
brethren “until such tyme as he be perfyted” and
ready to be tested. The rule also stated that
Post Statutes
brethren were to love one another and not to
After Schaw’s death in 1602, it is easy to imagine talk behind another brother’s back.
the turmoil. New regulations had just been made
and sent to lodges, but the Warden General was 8th – the important book in the lodge was not the
dead. However, the Schaw Statutes seemed to be Bible, but the Book of Laws.
strong enough to ensure lodges would be guided
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William, 5th Lord Byron (shown), was Grand Master of the Premier
Grand Lodge of England from 1747 to 1752. However, during his 5 year
term, he attended only three times possibly making him the most inactive Grand Master ever! Once to be installed, once to choose his successor and once to install him. Thankfully, those days are gone.
In 1770 the Bishop of Liege, Belgium was Master of a Lodge and the officers all belonged to the upper priesthood. Sixteen years later those same
clergy persecuted Masonry, and the Emperor of Belgium issued an edict
forbidding Freemasonry in that country. The ban was lifted in1818.

Grand Secretary’s Apron

A silk apron worn by Grand Secretary Reinier Jan van den Broek who served as Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of New York during the last year of MW Robert R Livingston’s time
as Grand Master (1784-1800). This Apron was presented in 1802 by RW van den Broeck’s
widow to his successor.
The lettering on the front of the apron has been altered, from The Grand Lodge of the State of
New York, to be given a second designation which reads, “Richmond Lodge of the State of
New York” as it was presented in 1825 to Bro. James H. Ward, secretary of the Richmond
Lodge.
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St. Cuthberga Lodge No.622
The lodge is the 6th oldest in Wimborne in Dorset. Cuthburga was the first abbess of Wimborne and was well-connected. She was the daughter, wife, and mother of kings. She left her
husband to become a nun under St. Hildelitha at Barking. Sometime after 705AD, Cuthburga
and her sister founded a
double-monastery at Wimborne, from which a band
of missionary nuns left for
Germany.
The PM jewel which depicts her with the pillars
and arch above the usual
English jewel is superb.
Today’s PM Jewel, although
nice, is not to the same
standard as old jewel, but
that is so often the case.
As an aside, Bro. E. H. Markby of 622 gave a lecture in Changi POW Camp on 9th August,
1943 on The Origin of Freemasonry.

Lodge 1 Year Old
The consecration of Welsh Rugby Clubs Lodge No.9986 (EC) in The Province of South Wales
took place at Cardiff Masonic Hall on Saturday 30th November, 2019. The new lodge aims to raise monies to
support the development of grassroots mini rugby. The
lodge motto “Passing It Forward” is a reflection that the
lodge members in this instance will be passing on their
love of the game of rugby to future generations. Even
before the lodge is consecrated, it has raised and donated £1,700 direct to mini rugby teams.
The bonds of rugby & masonic friendships will be enhanced through relationships with at
least 15 other provincial rugby lodges. Welsh Rugby Clubs Lodge aims to meet on certain Fridays prior to Welsh matches during the 6 Nations and Autumn Internationals and is hoping
for visitors in abundance.
The lodge intends in future to create a Welsh Masonic Rugby team which will play for the Inter-Province Cup and will also play against the new England Masonic Rugby team.
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Grand Lodge History & Heritage Group—Early Lodges in Scotland
The following lectures from brethren from each lodge can be accessed by clicking
the links:
Mother Kilwinning No.O

The Lodge of Edinburgh No.1

The Lodge of Melrose St. John No.1 bis

The Lodge of Aberdeen No.1 ter

Canongate Kilwinning No.2

Scone & Perth No.3

The Lodge of Glasgow St. John No.3 bis

Glasgow Kilwinning Lodge No.4

Canongate & Leith, Leith & Canongate No.5 Old Inverness Kilwinning St. John’s No.6
The latest GL project is a podcast—it is the first in a
series. Have look: by clicking on the image to the
left.
The GMM is also on a podcast (click here).

Congratulations our Grand Master Mason, Bro. Ramsay McGhee, who has been awarded Poppyscotland's highest volunteer recognition - The President's
Award.
This is the first award in 2020.
Ramsay has been an Area Organiser
in Fortrose for 14 years where he
increased the Appeal every year,
totalling more than £60,000. A fantastic sustained effort for this essential charity.
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Lockdown Series of Lectures
The Lodge, Hope of Kurachee No.337 is the premier research lodge in Fife. Its meetings are the
3rd Friday April, September, November and February in the Masonic Hall Admiralty Road, Rosyth.
As the name of the lodge would suggest, Hope of
Kurrachee was established in the Indian subcontinent and was granted a charter on 1842 by
Grand Lodge. The lodge's origins however lie in
the military lodges of the British Empire and like
many lodges abroad had to return to Scotland to
continue their masonry.

Their master, Bro. Gordon Mickie, started zoom
talks way back at the start of lockdown. This idea
became a huge success and the lectures are now
preserved in their YouTube channel (below). If
you have some free time over the festive period
or more likely, the TV is awful then I would completely recommend you have a look at some of
these talks which cover all aspects of our beloved
Craft.

Smallest Lodge in the Room??

Hornitos Lodge No.98 in California might be the smallest lodge building in
the world. Any other contenders? However, inside the a different story.
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Armistice 2020

Despite various restrictions with lockdowns, the
brethren have shown that the Craft and brethren continued to respect our fallen.
From top left, Bro. Andy Mushet PGM Glasgow at
George Square, Bro. Willie Fleming PM 1042, HM
242 at Kilbarchan No.XII’s wreath in Greenock,
Bro. Ant Wilkins PM at Paddington Station, left
Bro. Johnson Beharry VC in London with his gloves
showing the square & compasses and above the
wreath from Lodge 624 in Gourock.
Lest we forget
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Looking for Christmas Presies?!
The Scottish Royal Arch red tie—£13 from https://www.vslregalia.co.uk/
2021 diaries £3 each plus £2 postage up to 5 diaries....£5 postage 6-9
diaries and £10 for 10 and above.
Paypal: alan@vslregalia.co.uk including your address . Or alternatively cheque made payable to “VSL Regalia Ltd.”
The statue is from Pentalpha, a masonic company in Greece. The
statue costs 75 euros including shipping. Full details on their Facebook page. Lapel badges vary between 20 and 30 euros.
"The Great War 1914—1918, Victoria Cross Freemasons" by Granville Angell, published by the Masonic Publishing Company, Glasgow
Available direct from the author: angellinheaven@sky.com
ISBN 978 0 956366 7 7

Grand Lodge of Croatia
Croatia has recently become much more popular through European football competitions,
footballers, tourism, etc. However, they have an incredibly rich masonic history which has
been attached to this email which explains it history and the meanings of the badges below.
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Masonic Temple, Aberdeen
The Temple in Crown Street in Aberdeen is well worth a visit. The photos below can do it
justice, but it is a remarkable building. Unfortunately, it is in need of repair and an appeal
has been made to help preserve the magnificent building—see the next page for details..
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URGENT!!!!!
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Obituary
It is with great sadness that the lodge has to announce the death of one of their most colourful and well known PMs, Bro. Allan Stobo Snr ,who passed away peacefully on Thursday 19th
November, 2020. A full obituary will be given in January. Our thoughts are with Anna, Allan
Jnr PM and the extended family. Sad and doleful are the tidings from the east.

New App for English & Welsh Brethren
A great idea—this free app is to find info about the various lodges and is being developed to
include every lodge. The snapshot shows one of the main menu items where the ‘young masons’ groups can be found. Facebook, Twitter and Instagram links can be included.

To submit an article or want added to the mail list or
Facebook group, contact the Editor, Grant Macleod:
E-Mail:

sec242pm@yahoo.co.uk

Website: http://lodge242.bravesites.com/
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